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How are Alorese varieties related to Western Lamaholot?



Aims of the talk

• Problems:
• Alorese subgroupings (Qualitative comparative & Bayesian) yield different 
family trees.

• How Alorese varieties relate to the rest of the Western Lamaholot varieties is 
not clear yet.
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• Aims:
• Explain why different family tree appear.
• Show evidence for Alorese as an innovation defined subgroup within 
Western Lamaholot



Outline
• Aims of the talk
• Phylogenetic subgrouping of Alorese
• Why are there different trees?

• Lexical innovation
• Lexical retention
• Borrowing
• Phonological metathesis

• Alorese as an innovation defined 
subgroup within W‐LMH
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...

Phylogenetic subgrouping of Alorese
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Proto Flores‐Lembata (PFL)

Qualitative‐comparative (Elias, 2017; Fricke, 2017, 2019 in Press)

Sika Kedang Western 
Lamaholot

Central 
Lamaholot

Eastern 
Lamaholot

AloreseProto‐Nuclear 
Western Lamaholot

...

PFL 
*r > ʔ

PWL

Quantitative Bayesian model (Kaiping, 2018)

>> Lexical similarity



PMP *R > PFL *r > PWL *ʔ
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‘house’ ‘heavy’ ‘lime (stone)’

PMP *Rumaq *ma‐bəRəqat *qapuR

PFL *rumaʔ *barat *ʔapur

PWL *ʔuma *baʔat *ʔapuʔ

PNWL ‐ *baʔat *ʔapuʔ

Lewoingu ‐ baʔa apuʔ

Lewolema ‐ baʔat apu

Adonara ‐ baʔat ʔapuʔ

PAL *ʔuma *baʔ *apu

Marica uma ba: apu

Baranusa ʔuma ba: apu

Munaseli uma baʔ apu

Alor Besar uma ba: apu



PMP *s > PFL *s/h > PWL *h initial and intervocalic
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‘nine’ ‘same’

PMP *siwa *sama

PFL *siva *sama

PWL *hiwa *hama

PNWL *hiwa *hama

Lewoingu hiwa hama

Lewolema hiwa hama

Adonara hiwa hama

PAL *hiwa *hama

Beang Onong hiwa hama

Munaseli hiwa hama

Alor Besar hiwa hama

‘ripe’ ‘island’ ‘dog’

PMP *ma‐tasak *nusa *asu

PFL *m‐tasak […] *ahu

PWL *tahak *nuha *aho

PNWL *tahak *nuha *aho

Lewoingu taha nuha ahɔʔ

Lewolema tahak nuha aho

Adonara tahak nuha ʔaho

PAL *tahak *nuha *aho

Marica […] nuha ahɔ

Pandai tahak nuha aho

Alor Besar taha nuha aho



PMP *w > PFL *v > PWL *w initial and intervocalic
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‘water’ ‘earthworm’

PMP *wahiR *wati

PFL *vaʔiR […]

PWL *wai *wala

PNWL *wai *ula wala

Lewoingu wai ula wala

Lewolema wai ‐

Adonara wɑi kala wala

Lamalera fai […]

PAL *wai *wale

Beang Onong wai ula wale

Munaseli wai ula wali

Alor Besar fei fali fali

‘cloud’ ‘nine’ ‘fishing hook’

PMP *awaŋ *siwa *kawil

PFL […] *siva […]

PWL *kowa *hiwa *kawil

PNWL *kowa *hiwa *kawi

Lewoingu kɔwa hiwa kawi

Lewolema kowa hiwa kawi

Adonara kɔ:wa hiwa ‐

PAL *kowa *hiwa *kawil

Marica kowa hiwa kawi

Pandai kowa hiwa kawil

Alor Besar kofa hifa kafi



Dataset
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Varieties/
Village

Geographical location Data collector Year Number of lexical items
core list extended list

Dulolong Alor‐Pantar Sulistyono 2018 202 471
Alor Kecil Alor‐Pantar Sulistyono 2018 204 434
Alor Besar Alor‐Pantar Moro 2016 203 535
Ternate Alor‐Pantar Sulistyono 2018 206 538
Buaya Alor‐Pantar Sulistyono 2018 180 357
Munaseli Alor‐Pantar Moro 2016 203 586
Bana Alor‐Pantar Sulistyono 2018 207 621
Pandai Alor‐Pantar Moro 2016 202 538
Wailawar Alor‐Pantar Sulistyono 2018 205 503
Helandohi Alor‐Pantar Sulistyono 2018 200 499

Baranusa Alor‐Pantar
Sulistyono 2018 204 384
Klamer 2003 255 0

Beang Onong Alor‐Pantar Sulistyono 2018 203 484
Marica Alor‐Pantar Sulistyono 2018 204 480
Lamalera Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 204 0
Mulan Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 201 0
Wuakerong Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 201 0
Merdeka Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 201 0
Ile Ape Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 198 0
Belang Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 198 0
Lamahora Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 200 0
Kiwangona Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 200 0
Adonara Flores‐Lembata Klamer 2015 209 401
Lamakera Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 201 0
Watan Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 198 0
Dulhi Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 199 0
Horowura Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 200 0
Waiwadan Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 201 0
Botun Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 200 0
Tanjung B. Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 199 0

Lewolema Flores‐Lembata
Keraf 1978 199 0
Pampus 1999 ‐ ‐

Baipito Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 200 0
Waibalun Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 201 0
Bama Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 200 0
Lewoingu Flores‐Lembata Klamer 2015 201 397
Lewolaga Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 200 0
Ritaebang Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 201 0
Lewotobi Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 201 0
Pukaunu Flores‐Lembata Keraf 1978 199 0

• 13 Alorese varieties
• 4 varieties retrieved from LexiRumah v 
1.0.0

• 9 varieties collected through fieldwork

• 25 Western Lamaholot (WL) varieties
• All from LexiRumah v 1.0.0
• Additional dictionary by Pampus (1999) for 
the Lewolema variety



Why different trees emerge?
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• Lexical innovation
• Lexical retention
• Borrowing
• Phonological metathesis



Lexical innovation
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 ‘teeth’
PMP *nipən

PWL *ipə|ʔ

PNWL PAL

*ipə|ʔ *ulɔŋ

Pukaunu ipə|k Marica ulɔŋ

Ritaebang ipə Baranusa ʔulɔŋ
Tanjung Bunga ipə Pandai ulɔŋ

Lewoingu ipə|ʔ Munaseli ulɔŋ

Adonara ipɜ|ʔ Helandohi uloʔ

Wuakerong ipẽ Buaya ulɔŋ

Lamalera ipã Alor Besar ulɔŋ



Lexical innovation (2)
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 ‘wash’
PMP *basəq

PWL *baha

PNWL PAL

*baha *bema

Lewotobi baha Marica bema

Ritaebang baha Baranusa bema
Tanjung Bunga baha Pandai bema

Lewoingu baha Munaseli bema

Adonara baha Helandohi bɛma

Ile Ape baha Buaya beme

Lamatuka baha Alor Besar bɛmɛ



Lexical retention
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 ‘house’ PMP *Rumaq

PWL *ʔuma

PNWL PAL

*laŋo *ʔuma

Lewoingu laŋɔʔ Baranusa ʔuma

Adonara laŋɔ Munaseli uma
Lewolema laŋo Alor Besar uma



Lexical retention (2)
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 ‘sand’
PMP *qənay

PFL *ənay

PWL *ane

PNWL PAL

*wəra *ane

Pukaunu wəra Marica an:e

Lewoingu wəra Baranusa an:e
Adonara wɜra Pandai ane

Lamakera wəra Munaseli an:e

Belang wəra Helandohi an:i

Ile Ape wəra Alor Besar t|an:iŋ



Borrowing
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• ‘to hunt’ Kedang Leuwayang dɛruŋ dæŋ d ɛ r u ŋ Marica ŋ ~ ø EL‐Lewoeleng
Lewoeleng doa
Marica doaŋ ‘far’
Lewoeleng lei
Marica leiŋ ‘foot’

Ked/Lewoeleng d ~ Marica b
Lewoeleng deʔea
Marica bega: ‘where’

Kedang Leubatang deruŋ d e r u ŋ

Kedang deruŋ d e r u ŋ

EL Lewoeleng deru d e r u ‐

Alorese Marica beruŋ b e r u ŋ



Borrowing that includes AP languages
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• ‘to push’

Kedang Leuwayang ɔbaŋ ‐ ɔ ‐ b a ŋ >> Alorese initial t is regularly lost in Kedang
Kedang ~ Alorese
ɛnɛ tane           ‘sand’

>> irregularity in the Alor‐Pantar set
Nadebang d
Consonant cluster in Reta and WP

Kedang ɔbaŋ ‐ ɔ ‐ b a ŋ

Kedang Leubatang obaŋ ‐ o ‐ b a ŋ

Alorese Marica tobaŋ t o ‐ b a ŋ

Alorese Helandohi tobaŋ t o ‐ b a ŋ

Alorese Munaseli tobaŋ t o ‐ b a ŋ

Alorese Alor Besar tɔbaŋ t ɔ ‐ b a ŋ

Alorese Dulolong tobaŋ t o ‐ b a ŋ

AP Reta tɔmba t ɔ m b a ŋ

AP Western Pantar tumbu t u m b u ‐

AP Blagar tobaŋ t o  ‐ b a ŋ

AP Nadebang doba d o ‐ b a ‐



Phonological metathesis
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• #CV ~ VC
‘betel nut’

PMP *buaq

PNWL *wua PAL *uwa

W ‐ LMH Lewoingu wua Alorese Marica uwa

W ‐ LMH Lewolema wua Alorese Beang Onong uwa

W ‐ LMH Adonara wuaʔ Alorese Baranusa uwa

Alorese Helandohi uwa

Alorese Pandai ua

Alorese Munaseli ua

Alorese Alor Besar ua

Alorese Alor Kecil ua

Alorese Dulolong bufa

C1

  

w u a

V2 V3 C1

  

w u a

V2 V3
V2

  

u w a

C1 V3

a) b) c)



Phonological metathesis (2)
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• V1(C)V2 ~ V2(C)V1

‘monitor lizard’

PNWL *ote PAL *(t)eto

W ‐ LMH Lewoingu ote Alorese Marica eto

W ‐ LMH Lewolema ote Alorese Beang Onong eto

W ‐ LMH Adonara ʔoteʔ Alorese Baranusa eto

Alorese Helandohi tetɔ damar

Alorese Pandai təto damar

Alorese Munaseli tɛto damar

V1

  

o t e

C2 V3

a)

V1

  

o t e

C2 V3

b)

V3

  

e t o

C2 V1

c)



Phonological metathesis (3)
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• C1(V)C2 ~ C2(V)C1

‘rat’

PNWL *kərome PAL *kəmore

W ‐ LMH Lewoingu kərɔme Alorese Marica kamore

W ‐ LMH Lewolema kerome Alorese Beang Onong kəmɔre

W ‐ LMH Adonara krome Alorese Baranusa kəmore

Alorese Helandohi mɔre

Alorese Pandai mɔre

Alorese Munaseli more

Alorese Buaya kəmore

Alorese Alor Besar kamore

C1



k Ə

V2 C3

a)

r

V4



o m

C5 V6

e

C1



k Ə

V2 C3

b)

r

V4



o m

C5 V6

e

C1



k Ə

V2 C5

a)

m

V4



o r

C3 V6

e



Alorese: an innovation defined subgroup within Western Lamaholot
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Evidence:
‐ Lexical innovation
‐ Phonological metathesis

Proto Flores‐
Lembata

Proto Western 
Lamaholot

Proto Alorese
Proto Nuclear 

Western Lamaholot

…
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Conclusions

• Sound changes and lexical evidence give different results, and neither 
one of them tells the whole story.

• Phonological evidence >> WL is Alorese’s ultimate ancestry
• Lexical evidence >> potentially shows “contact” history

• Neither alone is the definitive history of Alorese, but both 
approaches give complementary perspective on the history of 
Alorese.


