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Introduction

The Leverhulme Trust

Aln this paper, | explore the interaction betwesymmetricalvoice, word order and
Information structurein the Kelabitlanguage of Northern Sarawak.

AThe aim of this paper:

U To consider hovnformation structure interacts with syntactic choices

U To consider the implications fo¥Anvoice systemandinformation structure
more generally
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The Leverhulme Trust

Features of Kelabit Grammar
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Background

The Leverhulme Trust

AKelabitis aWestern Austronesian (WAtgnguage spoken mainly in the Fourth and Fifth
divisions of Sarawak, Malaysia (Martin 1996).

Alt is part of theApad Uaisubgroup of Northern Sarawak @4’4;’3;“_ e
which also includes LuBawang/LundayefandS a * b a n AN
(Kroeger 1998). | 'm'”\x\‘*\"’:@\ TN s

.. W KELABIT
FFFFFF ~/~_HIGHLANDS

AData is based ofieldwork in Bariofrom 20132019 and .. < e L0
consists of elicitegrammaticality judgementand » _— s &
naturalistic corpus examples ek e (o



Symmetrical Voice

(1a) ActorVoice

Nekuman buaCkaber C Q &irfe —
m

Subject

PFVAVeat pineapple an DEM
*The man ate pineappl

GF.S are distinguished lord
order and optional presubject
(1b) UndergoerVoice particles(teh & neh)

Kinan t | Qairfelr buaQ kabe
PFW\V.eat man DEM Ineapple

‘The man ate pineapp\le\’ _
Subject




Kelabit Word Order

(2a)7 [ | Q giteh\nekuman buaQ kaber
man DEM /PFVAVeat pineapple
‘ € man ate the pineapp
(2b) *bual kaber nekuman t I Qa&airfeh
(2c)/ . dzl knabenkinan t I Qa&ireh
Ineapple pfv.uv.eat man dem
The man ate pineappl e’

(2d) *f | Gshéb kinan buaQ kaber

The Leverhulme Trust

Thesubjectcan appear
pre-verbally, whilst the
non-subjectcannot




Kelabit Word Order

(3a) Nekuman 7t | Q &ifehN\buaQ kaber In AV,VSO orders also

PFVAVeat \_man DEM _/pineapple possible & attested
“*The ma e pineappl e’
(3b) *Kinan buaQQ kaber t | Q &irf€h

pfv.uv.eat pineapple  man
FOR: ‘" The man ate pineappl e



Kelabit Word Order

The Leverhulme Trust

All else being equal, there is a preferencedotor before

Deviations from this tend to be associated wmtarkedreadings




Focus Fronting
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Alt is possible for focus information to be fronted iniamersion constructionusing

the particleten (cf.angin Tagalog)

suk  kumanbuaQ) kaber
REL Aveat pineapple
‘It was Peterwho atethp i neappl e’

(4b) /Bua) kabenteh  kinan Peter
Pineapple_~ pT UV.PF\eat Peter

1t was pineappl e that

Pet er at e



Summary

The Leverhulme Trust

AKelabithassymmetrical voicealternations

ATheseallow different arguments to be mapped smbjectand appear impre-verbal
position

AThereis also arexternal positiorfor contrastive focus (using trieh construction)

AQ: What is the role ahformation structurein these choices?
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Information Structure




Information Structure

The Leverhulme Trust

Alnformation structurecan be understood as a formal mechanism for facilitating
effective informationexchange or updat@alrymple andNikolaeva2011,Erteschik
Shir2007).

AAmong the most important information structure roles d@mmic andfocus

U Topicis an entity that the speakadentifies andabout which a proposition is made
(Krifka2008)

U Focuds theinformative part of the propositiorand indicates the presence of
alternatives (Krifka2008



Information Structure

The Leverhulme Trust

AThese allow us to divide the information according to two major distinctions:
A TopicvsComment

A FocusvsBackground
CONTEXT: What did Peter do? CONTEXT:What did Peteeat?
TOPIC COMMENT TOPIC COMMENT
— \/( —\ — \/( )
He ate chips He ate chips
. J \ J . )\

BACKGROUNDFOCUS BACKGROUNBOCUS
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The Leverhulme Trust

Information Structure & Word Order
in Kelabit




Kelabit Word Order

The Leverhulme Trust

AWord ordercan be used as a strategy to manformation structure by placing
focusinformation before thenackground

AThis can be seen if we explore:

a) Question/Answer pairs
b) Negative Contrast

AThis involves thaitial position and alsanversionconstructions withteh



Narrow Focus (Q&A)

The Leverhulme Trust

(6) FocusedActor FocusedJndergoer
Q. lih nemupuJohm? Q. lih PI nupuAndy?
who AVPFWIL John who UVPFWIL Andy
'Who hit John?’ 'Who did Andy hi't

A. [ANdy]s,ds N € mu p u John A. P 1 N u pAmdy
And AVPFVNIt John g UVPFWIL  Andy

Andy hit John’ Andy hit John’



Narrow Focus (Q&A)

The Leverhulme Trust

(10a) Focused Actor Focus>Background
*Nemu p uoh ‘
AV.PFVhIt John
For : ‘“who hit John?’

(10b) FocusedJndergoer

*pi nup Andd
UV.PFNIt And

For : ‘*who di d Andy hit ?’°



Predicate Focus (Q&A)

The Leverhulme Trust

(7) Focused predicateverb+undergoe)

Q. Enun t u’ en neh?
what UVIRRdO 3SGGEN
'What 1 s he doing?’

A. [Kuman buaQ kaber nedify.,s| t=ieh
Aveat fruit pineapple  3SGPOSS PT=3SGNOM
‘*He' s eati ng his pir‘1eapple




Predicate Focus (Q&A)

The Lewv Ime Trust

(8) Focused predicateverb+acto Focus> Background
Q. Peh neto buaQ suk VY I @F A

where PT frut REL before

‘what happenedf rtwi/twh’'er e 1 s t hat

A. [Kinan UiN]c,cus n=dih
UV.PFVeat 1SGNOM PT=DEM
1 ate 1 t°




Adjunct Focus (Q&A)

The Leverhulme Trust

(9a) Idan teh Peter kumanbua kaber nedih? Focus> Background
when PT Peter Aveat pineapple  3SGPOSS
*"When wi | | Peter eat his pineappl e?’

(9b) /7 [N a 'Jiay  teh  Peter kumanbua  kaber nedih
later PT Peter Aveat pineapple  3sGPOSS

Peter will eat his pineapple later.



Summary

The Leverhulme Trust

Word Order

Narrow Focus oActor

Narrow Focus on
Predicate~ocus orverbt
Predicate Focus ovieribt+Actor
Narrow Focus on @aime Adverbial

AV
VA
VUIA
VA]
XAV

Focus>

ActorVoice
UndergoenVoice
Actor Voice
UndergoenVoice
Actor Voice



Narrow Focus (Negation)

CONTEXT: Did Andy hit John yesterday?

suk  nemupu leh
REL PFVAVhIt 3SGNOM
“ | t Pawlaviso hit him (John’

(12b) b2 G W2 Ky X

Paul,c.s teh  suk pinupu neh
Paul PT REL UVPFWIt 3SGGEN

ftwasn’t JPBPawl thawake (Andy) hit'’



Predicate Focus (Negation)

The Leverhulme Trust

CONTEXT: diindy hit John yesterday?

4

(13c) Ly R & Rit (
[nemepag Paul,g, t=ieh
AVPF\slap  Paul PT=3SG
* Hstapped Paul

(13d) LV R& R ARPVKG(X KA (
[plpag Uih]focus t=ieh
UVPF\slap  1SGNOM PT=3SGNOM
~dlapped o h n




Adjunct Focus (Negation)

The Leverhulme Trust

Context did Andy hit John yesterday?

(14a) b 8 SAUSNRI & X
t=ieh pinupu neh
PT=3SGNOM  UV.PFVhIt 3SGGEN

‘l't was the day before that he hit n

(14b)ledtoma ' J4r t=ieh nemupu lieh
aybefore PT=3SGNOM  AVPFWhIt 3SGNOM

‘1t was the day before that he hit h




Negation Test (corrective focus)

The Leverhulme Trust

(15a) ! YRé RARYy Wa Ky X

#eh [nemepag I:)au]focus
3SGNOM AVPFVSlap Paul
FOR: ‘“he sl apped Paul’

(15b) b2 &SaidSNRI &X

#pinupu neh t=ieh [edto ma ' JQ\Q
UV.PFWIt 3SGGEN PT=3SGNOM .before

FOR: *he hit him the day before’




Summary

Word Order

ActorVoice
UndergoenVoice
Actor Voice
UndergoenVoice

Narrow Contrast or\ctor Alteh V
Narrow Contrast on teh VA
PredicateContrast onverb+ VU] teh A
Predicate Contrast oderbt+Actor 'VA] teh
Narrow Contrasbn alime Adverbial X teh AV

Focus>

Actor Voice



Summary

The Leverhulme Trust

AWord ordercan be used as a strategy for marking information structure in
placingfocusbefore backgroundnformation

AUsing theteh inversion constructiorappears to be particularly associated
with contrast

AThis gives us contexts for many of the orders that we saw were posdilie
doesn’t explain everything (e.g.
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Other Word Order Patterns




Word Order & Information Structure
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ANon-subject argumentsan be focuseth situ—so long as the subject
follows. This is shown by the same tests:

a)  Question/Answer Pairs
b) Negative Contrast



Narrow Focus (Q&A)
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(16a) FocusedJndergoer
Q. Nekuman enun teh  Peter ngimalen?
AVPF\eat what PT Peter yesterday
*What di d Peter eat yesterday?’

A. Nekuman
AVPF\eat
‘What di d Peter eat yesterday?’

[buaQ kabel).,s t=leh ngimalem
rtit—pireapple P=ISGNOM yesterday



Narrow Focus (Q&A)

The Leverhulme Trust

(16b) Focused Actor

Q. Kenen Ilg neh buaQ kaber sineh?
UVIRReat who PT fruit pineapple  DEM
*“Who will e&t the pineappl e

A. Kenen [Petel;,ds neh DbuaQ kaber sineh
UVIRReat Reter PT fruit pineapple DEM

‘Peterwilleatthgpi neappl e’



Narrow Focus (Negation)

Context did Andy hit John yesterdd¢y b h X

(17a) b2 0 W2 Ky X

nemupu t=ieh
AV.PEVNIt PT=3SGNOM
‘He hitPa u |

(17b) b2 0 ! yYRe& X
pinupu Paul ) t=leh
UV.PFVhIt Paul PT=3SGNOM

‘Paul hit him ’



Summary

The Leverhulme Trust

Word Order

Narrow Contrast or\ctor VIA] teh Undergoe/oice
Narrow Contrast on V|U|teh A Actor Voice



Word Order & Information Structure
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ASVOIn AV appears to be a possible means of expressing many different fo
constructions:

a) narrow focus on the actor

b) narrow focus on th@endergoer
C) predicate focus

d) broad/sentence focus



Narrow Focus (Q&A)

The Leverhulme Trust

(18) FocusedJndergoer

Q. Kuman enun t=leh?
Aveat what PT=3SGNOM?
* WhigaRetere at | ng?’

A. neh ieh kuman uaQ kaber E{ES
DEM Peter Av.eat it pineapple

‘*Peter 1 s eating pineapple



Predicate Focus (Q&A)

The Leverhulme Trust

(19) Focused Predicate

Q. nard enun Peter?
Avdo what Peter?
'what |1 s Peter doil ng?’
A. neh Peter [kuman buaQ kabel: e
DEM Peter Av.eat fruit  pineapple

‘*Peter 1 s eatrng prneapple



Broad Focus (Q&A)

The Lewv Ime Trust

(20) Focused Sentence
Q. Kapehtebey 2
how actually
‘*What happened?’

A. [nih  Peter kuman buaQ) kaber nedif; s
DEM Peter Av.eat fruit pineapple  3sGPOSS
~Peter 1 s eatilng prneapprl e’




Summary

The Leverhulme Trust

Word Order

Narrow Contrast or\ctor AV Actor Voice
Narrow Contrast on AV Actor Voice
PredicateFocus orVerb+ AV Actor Voice

Broad Focus AV Actor Voice



Word Order & Information Structure
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ATopiccommentstructure (e.g. with continuing topics in narratives) can also
be expressed using UV VOS <cl auses

AWe can see this in:

a) narrative sequences
b) IS translation exercise



Narrative Sequences
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(21) Continuing Topic (UV VOS)

Nalap pupuQ
UV.PFVfetch hitting.implement
‘She Payancg n fetched something to hit

Nukab bubpuQ daan
UV.PFVopen X door hut

‘Opened e door to the hut

Nalap dteh kayuh
UV.PFetch X one stick

‘Pi cked "OUp a piece of wood’



Narrative Sequences

(22) Continuing Topic (AV VSO)

Ngalapngalap buaQ
AV.PICK-REDUP fruit

‘'So he was picking fruit’



Translation Exercise
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Cats are so aggressive. They chase squirrels. They chase birds. Some even chase dogs. | also heard that
cats were seen chasing a small kangaroo in Australia. They also chase rats, of course. But that is good.

(23a) ldehngalolabopuur. Idehngalomanuk [ .idehpehngalolabol. Ometo SVQ
(23b) Ngalotideh labo puur. Ngalotideh manuk[ ..Ngalotideh labol. Ometo’ VSQ

(23c) Metanurlabo puurnideh. Metanur manuknideh[ . kJnehtideh metanurlabol. O S 1

(VO3S

(23d) T u 'dehmetanurtehlabopuur. T u ' dehmetanurteh manuk[ ..TJu "dem
metanurayu teh labo L Q @WV VOY



Summary
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Word Order

PredicateFocus orverb+
continuingactortopic.

Predicate Focus ovierb+
continuingactortopic.

Predicate Focus ovierb+
continuingactortopic.

Predicate Focus ovierb+
continuingactortopic.

AV

VA

VUA

VA

Actor Voice
Actor Voice
Actor Voice

Undergoe/oice



Summary
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AFronting can be used as a strategy for markirigrmation structure— specifically
Indicating the status of information dscused

AThevoice alternationscan facilitate this in mapping different arguments to differer
functions.

AHowever, there is none-to-one linkbetween position, function and information
structure rol e.. s i 8ubjectsbao behopisandfpcesands
both pre-verbal and posverbal positions can be associated with these roles.



Summary
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AQ. Is there a difference between narrow focus in initial position and focseiuf

APossible hypothesis to explore: fronting is associated eotitrast/prominence—
whilst new focus can also be associated with default positions.

AThis might explain why theh constructionis preferred in the negative contrast
contexts!

Alf so, perhaps this provides some additional support for distinguishing between
differentsubtypesof t opi ¢ and focus and 1 ncl u
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The Leverhulme Trust

Conclusion




Conclusion
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Aln this paper, xplored the interaction betweenoice, word order andinformation
structure in Kelabit

Al have showrthat there is a preference for orderirfgcusbefore backgroundvhich
can be achieved by realising thebject preverbally, realising the/P Initially, or
fronting an obligue/adjunctto anexternal positionand usingeh inversion

AHowever, | have also shown that neithaicenor word order is fully determined
by information structure since the same context can result in different syntactic
choices.



Conclusion
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AThis suggests thabice (or subject selection) should be thought of as independen
from information structure

Alt also suggests thatord orderis just one of many possible strategies for marking
Information structure, including perhapsorphological markerandprosody.

AThis motivates the interesting question of what differences emerge between the:
strategies and whether fronting is linked to ovedntrast/prominenceperhaps
motivating finer distinctions between contrast, topic and focus.
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Many Thanks!




Hanging Topic Construction
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Alt is also possible to havenging topicdn the left periphery(co-referencedby a

pronoun).
(4a) Paul kedieh nekuman 0 dzl €bpuk
Paul EMPH3SG  AvPFweat fruit passion NMOM
As for Paul, he ate passion fruit

(4b) Bud ebpuk suk na, ai kinan Paul
fruit passionREL afore UVPFveat  Paul\p

‘As for the passionfruit, Paul at e



Hanging Topic Construction
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(4c) Paul kedieh Kinan buaQQ ebpuk
Paul 3sSGEMPH UV.PF\veat fruit passion

‘As for Paul, he ate the passion frul

(4d) Tapi  bulu  sinehkiteb neh LJ QalzhQ ih, bukuh ih
but bambooDEM UV.PF\Vcut 3SGGENend PRO PT edge PT
‘but that bamboo, he had cut both end

The hanging topic can correspongdantrastive topicsor frame setter




