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LANGUAGE BACKGROUND 
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CANONICAL SEMANTIC PARALLELISM 

Amarasi dyadic set literal gloss meaning 

sufa-n   kaʔu-n flower blossom descendents 

kuan  am  bare village and place 

ta-ʔeku  ma  na-teef encounter and meet 

ma-pina-ʔ   ma-kraha-ʔ NMLZ-emit.light blaze-NMLZ glory (noun) 

n-piin  ma  na-kraah 3-emit.light 3-blaze be glorious (verb) 

ka-nesi-t    ka-fini-t exceeder surpasser 
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WORDS HAVE DIVERSE SURFACE FORMS 

• morphological metathesis:   n-inu → n-iun ‘drink’, n-kono → n-koon ‘pass’ 

• metathesis and vowel assimilation 
•  Amarasi:    VαCa → VαVαC n-fena → n-feen ‘rise’ 

•  Amfo'an:    most vowels: n-inu → n-iin ‘drink’ 

• reduced forms of functors: ina, ini, iin, in ‘3SG’, =ma, =ama, =am, =m ‘and’ 

• consonant insertion:    nii ‘pole’ + =ees ‘one’ → niiʤees 
•  most varieties:    before vowel initial enclitics 

•  Amfo'an:    some varieties phrase finally 

• vowel assimilation:    fai ‘night’ + =ees ‘one’ → faaʤees 

• metathesis, vowel assimilation and consonant insertion:    umi ‘house’ + =ees ‘one’ → uumʤees  

• epenthesis:    kninoʔ ‘clean, holy’ → a|kninoʔ 
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STRUCTURAL PARALLELISM 

•ma-pina-ʔ    ma-kraha-ʔ  ‘glory’ (n.) 
    
• n-piin   ma  na-kraah   ‘be glorious’ (v.) 
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NMLZ-emit.light-NMLZ    NMLZ-blaze-NMLZ 

3-emit.light     and         3-blaze 



THE METO RITUAL GREETING 



VIDEO 
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CALL + RESPONSE 
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Call: 

Resp: 



AMARASI 
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BASIC STRUCTURE 
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( …) nee   (σ)σσσ  
Call (leader) Response (group) 



CONSTRAINTS ON RESPONSE 

• Creating a parallel pair 

• Repeating final word of call 

• Completing a multi-part parallel pair 
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CREATING A PARALLEL PAIR 
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REPEATING PART OF CALL  
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COMPLETING MULTI-PART PARALLEL PAIR 
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CONSTRAINTS ON RESPONSE 

• Creating a parallel pair 
• when first member of pair is final in call 

•Completing a multi-part parallel pair 
•  when first member of dyadic set is ‘modified’ and second ‘unmodified’ 

•  call:  a1 modifieri a2 nee 

•  response: modifieri 

•Repeating (part of) call 
• when final member of call is not part of a dyadic set OR 

•  when final member of call is final member of a dyadic set 
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METATHESIS AND UNMETATHESIS 

• Nouns must be unmetathesised (default semantic) 

• Verbs must be metathesised (default semantic) 

• Allowing the leader to create metathetic parallelism 
• Nouns:  
•  Call: noun\MET  (naan-n ‘inside’) 
•  Resp: noun\UNMET  (nana-n ‘inside’) 

• Verbs:  
•  Call: verb\UNMET  (na-hunu ‘first’) 
•  Resp: noun\MET  (na-huun ‘first’) 
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METATHESIS AND UNMETATHESIS 
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AMFO'AN 
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CALL RESPONSE CHAINING 

Call: … a1 t-batis ‘separate’ 

Resp: a2 at-boʔok ‘divide’ 

Call: a2 … b1 at-boʔok lelel      ‘field’ 

Resp: b2 poʔan ‘orchard’ 

Call: b2 … c1 poʔan sanel    ‘hut’ 

Resp: c2 lopo ‘social.house’ 
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CONSTRAINTS ON RESPONSE (AMFO'AN) 

• Creating a parallel pair 

• Completing a multi-part parallel pair 

• Creating a multi-part parallel pair 
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CREATING PARALLEL PAIR 

23 



COMPLETING MULTI-PART PARALLEL PAIR 
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CREATING MULTI-PART PARALLEL PAIR 
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CREATING MULTI-PART PARALLEL PAIRS 
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CONSTRAINTS ON RESPONSE 

• Creating a parallel pair 
• when first member of pair is final in call 

•Completing a multi-part parallel pair 
•  when first member of dyadic set is ‘modified’ and second ‘unmodified’ 
•  call:  a1 modifieri a2 nee 
•  response: modifieri 

• Creating a multi-part parallel pair 
•   when first member of dyadic set is ‘modified’ and second ‘unmodified’ 
•  call:  a1 modifier 
•  response: a2 modifier 
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CONSTRAINT ON CALL 

• Begins with previous response 
• response: a2 

• call:  a2 … b1 nee 
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CONCLUSIONS 
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AMARASI AND AMFO'AN 

Amarasi Amfo'an 

response creates parallelism? yes yes 

create multi-part parallelism? - yes 

complete multi-part parallelism? yes yes 

repeat part of call? yes - 

metathetic parallelism? yes yes 

call-response chain? - yes 

response structure (σ)σσσ unconstrained 

response intonation high level falling 

call intonation ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯\_ nee _______/¯¯\_ nee 
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PARALLELISM IS STRUCTURAL 

• Meto poetry is organised around parallelism 
• semantic parallelism 

• structural parallelism 

• both highly constrained 

• allows group to correctly respond 

• different varieties create structural parallelism in 
slightly different ways 
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BROADER IMPLICATIONS 

• parallelism is structural, not just semantic 

• structural parallelism is created by exploiting the 
linguistic features of the language 

• poetry is a highly refined version of everyday language 

• parallelism reflects worldview and culture 
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CONCLUSION 
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MODERN INNOVATIONS 
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